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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.56 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Arlington, VA, 22313-1450 

Sir or Madam: 

A Form PT0-1449 and/ or other information is submitted pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §1.56. 

A copy of each cited document is submitted herewith, except that copies 
are not submitted of cited still -pending U.S. applications, 37 C.F.R. 
§1.98 (a) (2)(iii), and copies are not submitted of documents already submitted 
in a parent application from which benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120 is claimed, 37 
C.F.R. §1.98 (d) . 

The Wilkinson patent (6,251,391) was not previously submitted because it 
was unclear whether it constituted prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). While it 
has not been determined that it is prior art, the *391 patent is submitted 
herewith such that in the event it is later determined to be prior art, a 
patent issuing on the present application is distinguished from it. The 
Pangborn reference is submitted as being anticipatory to the work of Wilkinson. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the enclosed information be 
considered by the Examiner and made of record in the above- identified 
application. If a form PTO-1449 is attached, the Examiner is requested to 
initial and return it in accordance with MPEP §609. 

This statement is not intended to represent that a search has been made 
or that the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in §1.56. 
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This statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (b) , 



because (check all that apply) : 

(1) It is being filed with 3 months of the 

application filing date; or 
(2) It is being filed within 3 months of entry of the 

national stage; or 
(3) It is being filed before the mail date of the first 

Office Action on the merits. 

x Although it does not qualify under subsection (b) , this 

statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (c) , 
because (check at least one of each) : 
x It is being filed before a FINAL Office Action, or 
x It is being filed before a Notice of Allowance; 



x It is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.17 (p) ; or 

It is accompanied by a Certification as set forth in 37 

C.F.R. §1.97 (e) . 

Although it does not qualify under subsections (b) or (c) , this 
statement qualifies under 37 C.F.R. §1.97, subsection (d) , 
because (check all): 

It is accompanied by a Certification as set forth in 37 

C.F.R. §1. 97(e); and 
It is accompanied by the Petition set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

§1.97 (d) (ii) ; and 
It is accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

§1.17 (i) (1) ; and 
The Issue Fee has not yet been paid. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 



Date : 





